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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Disposition 

Claims 1 - 20 are pending in the application. Claims 1 and 12 - 20 have been 
rejected. Claims 2-6 have been allowed. Claims 7-11 have been indicated as being 
allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-20 stands objected to because of informalities: In particular, the Examiner 
has noted Hint the addition of -are- on the second to last line after "signals'" was not correct. 
Further, -are- should be added in the last line after signals. Applicants once again 
appreciate the Examiner's observations regarding the Claims and have amended Claims 1 and 
J 5 -- 20 to correct the terminology to address the Examiner's concerns. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-6 have been allowed. Claims 7-11 have been objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Hie 
Examiner slates: 

"The prior art doesn't use a signal io calculate an expected angle and 
then from that angle calculate back to an expected value from another signal/' 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's indication of the allowability of Claims 2-6. 

Willi regard to Claims 7-11 and the Examiner's reasons for allowance, Applicants 
respectfully submit that Rxaminer's summary of the claim language is not exact and may 
result in confusion of the claimed "calculated angle" and "expected value 11 . 

Claim It ejections - 35 USCJ1M 

Claims 1 , and 1 2-20 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
lloshi et a!., U.S. Patent Application 2001/0004720 AI, hereinafter referred to as JToshu 
Applicants respectfully traverse. The Examiner states in the Office Action: 

"As per claims 1,15,16,17,18,19, and 20, lloshi etal, disclose 
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receiving a plunilily of signals indicative of (he rear steering augle in 
paragraph 20; checking at least one of said plurality of signals to determine if 
it falls within a valid range in paragraph 20; corrclaling at least a first signal of 
the plutality of signals with at least a second signal of said plurality of signals 
to determine if either said first signal or said second signal is invalid in 
paragraph 20. and signaling a rejection of any of said plurality of signals is 
found lo be invalid in paragraph 74/* 

u As per claims 12 and 13, llosht et al. disclose said plurality of signals 
comprises a plurality of signal components of a single carrier signal in 
paragraph 10; providing a single sensor having two signal outputs in 
paragraph 10." 

"As per claim 14, Jloshi et al. disclose comparing at least one of said 
plurality of signals with an upper limit and a lower limit in paragraph 56.'* 

Applicants respectfully contend that the explanation in the Office Action 
mischaracterizes the teachings of HoshL To anticipate a claim under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single 
source must contain all of the elements of the claim. L ewm a r Marine Inc. v. Barient, Inc. % 
827 P,2d 744, 747, 3 U.S.P.Q.2d 1766, 1768 (Fed. Cir. 1987), cert, denied, 484 U.S. 1007 
(1988). Moreover, the single source must disclose all of the claimed elements "arranged as 
In the ctalm/Xemphasis added) Stnw(iir«I Mhter /Vfflfa Cp. v, P^rJUjijh^rJ^ 749 F.2d 
707, 716, 223 U.S.P.Q. 1264, 1271 (Fed. Cir. 1984). Moreover, C6 [t]hc identical Invention 
must be shown in as complete detail ns is contained in the claim. "(emphasis added) 
Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1 226 s 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1 913, 1 920 (Fed. Cir. 
1 989). Missing elements may not be supplied by the knowledge of one skilled in the art or 
the disclosure of another reference. Titanium Metals Corp, y, Tiahtuir, 778 R2d 775, 780, 
227 U.S.P.Q. 773, 777 (Fed. Cir. 19SS). 

Applicants respectfully contend that the Examiner has not made a prima facie case for 
anticipation. Applicants respectfully contend that I Joshi does not teach or disclose each 
clement of the invention "arranged as in lite claim". Specifically with respect to Claims 1, 
1 5, 1 6, 1 7„ I R, 1 9, and 20; IToshi docs not teach or disclose, "signaling a rejection of any of 
said plurality of signals is found to be invalid". The lsxammer's Response to Arguments 
suggests that this clement is taught by Tloshi in the second embodiment by not transmitting 
Ihe sifinol. 'Hie Examiner states; 

"Upon further review if the prior art it is clear that I loshi ct al. does 
disclose signaling a rejection of any of said plurality of signals is found to be 
invalid. In previous arguments the applicant has stated that TToshi ct al. only 



niMoiSfwoF.HKit g 

PAGE 10/13 ' RCVDAT 12121/2004 2:34:39 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 ' DNIS:8729306* CSID:8602860115 ' DURATION (mnMS):0W2 



DEC-21-2004 TUE 03:44 Ptl CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 



disclosed supplying previous versions of the detection signals when the 
current ones arc invalid. This is I rue in the first embodiment, but not in tho 
second. In paragraph 74, Noshi et aL discloses that no information is sent to 
(he controller 4 and tho com roller slops controlling iho mechanism 5. This 
lack of transmission of detection information is a signal that values delected 
are invalid." 

Applicants respectfully disagree and suggest that the Examiner has mischaracterized 
Ihc leaching of IToshi, Lack of transmission of invalid data is not at all equivalent to the 
signaling of a rejection if a signal is invalid- To illustrate, following the Examiner's 
suggestion, the lack of transmission of invalid data is equivalent to the claimed signaling a 
rejeel ion, 1 lowcvor, considering for example, the recipient of the suggested information. In 
the J hammer's suggestion, the recipient, controller 4 receives data or not, and does not 
discern whether such data is invalid or not. Conversely, in the claimed invention there is a 
clear positively claimed indication provided regarding the status of the signals, lloshi is 
directed to idcnlifying detection information that is invalid and then ensuring that invalid 
delect ion information is not transmitted to the conLroJlcr 4 by destroying Ihc invalid most 
recent detection information. Conversely in the claimed invention, Applicants specifically 
teach and disclose providing a signal, which is an indication of the fault therefore, because 
lloshi does not disclose or teach an element of the invention it cannot anticipate the 
Applicants' claims, Thus, Claims l 3 12-15,16,17,18, 19, and 20 arc allowable, the rejections 
are improper, and ihey should be withdrawn. 

In view of the above discussion, Claims 12 - 14, depend from Claim 1 whether 
directly or indirectly, and include all of the corresponding limitations thereof. Claim 1 is not 
taught by Tloshi, iherefore, Claims 12-14 cannot be taught by Hoshi cither. Thus, Claims 
12-14 ate allowable, the rejections are improper and they should be withdrawn. 

Claims I, and 12-20 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Liguehi, U.S, Palcnt No. 5,554,969, hereinaaer referred to as Hguchi. Applicants respectfully 
iravcrsc. The Kxamincr states in the Office Action: 

"Efitichi discloses receiving a plurality of signals indicative of the rear 
steering flngle on column 8, lines 25-29; checking at least one of said plurality 
of signals lo determine if it falls within a valid range on lines 5-27, on column 
9; con-elating at least a first signal of Ihc plurality of signals with at least a 
second signal of said plurality of signals to determine if either said first signal 
or said second signal is invalid on lines 1 6-34, on column 9; and signaling a 
rejection of any of said plurality of signS s is found to be invalid on line 35, on 
column 35" 
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Applicants respectfully contend lliat the Examiner has not made a prima facie case for 
anticipation. Applicants respectfully contend that Eguchi does not teach or disclose each 
clement of the invention "arranged as in the claim", Specifically with respect to Claims 1, 
15,16,17,18, 19, and 20; Eguchi docs not teach or disclose, "receiving a plurality of signals 
indicative of said rear steering angle; nor "chocking at least one of said plurality of signals to 
determine if it falls within a valid range;" nor ^'correlating at least a first signal of said 
plurality of signals with at least a second signal of said plurality of signals to determine if 
cither said first signal or said second signal is invalid". Applicants respectfully contend that 
liguehi includes no teaching whatsoever regarding a plurality of signals indicative of said rear 
sleeving angle. Eurlhcmiore, there is no teaching whatsoever regarding correlating one such 
signal with another. Applicants respectfully suggest that the Examiner has mischaraclcrizcd 
the teachings of liguehi in suggesting that Eguchi discloses or teaches the claimed invention. 
) ; or example, to support the rejection the Examiner relies on Column 9 lines 16 - 34 as 
disclosing "correlating at least a first signal of said plurality of signals with at least a second 
signal of said plurality of signals to determine if either said first signal or said second signal 
is invalid". Applicants respectfully disagree. The relied upon section merely describes 
EgochPs process for determining an acceptable steering deviation. Applicants respectfully 
contend tlint there is no teaching regarding correlating at least two signals indicative of rear 
steering angle us the Examiner suggests at the cited reference. Therefore, because Eguchi 
does not disclose or leach nn clement of the invention it cannot anticipate the Applicants' 
claims. Thus, Claims 1,12-15.16,17,18, 19, and 20 are allowable, the rejections are improper, 
and they should be wilhdrawn. 

hi view of the above discussion, Claims 12 - 14, depend from Claim 1 whether 
directly or indirectly, and include all of the corresponding limitations thereof. Claim 1 is not 
taught by Hoslii, therefore Claims 12 - 14, cannot be taught by Hoshi either. Thus, Claims 
12-14 are allowable, the rejections arc improper and they should be withdrawn. 

The arguments and amendments presented herein arc made for the purposes of better 
defining the invention, radier than to overcome the rejections for patentability, The claims 
have not been amended to overcome the prior art and therefore, no presumption should attach 
that either the claims have been narrowed over those earlier presented, or that subject matter 
or equivalents thereof to which the Applicants are entitled has been surrendered. Allowance 
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of ihc claims is respectfully requested in view of the above remarks. Moreover, no 
amendments as presented alter the scope of the claimed invention and therefore cannot 
necessitate a new grounds rejection. 

It is believed that the foregoing reinaiVs ace fully responsive to the Office Action and 
that the claims herein should be allowable to the Applicants, In the event the Examiner has 
any questions or concerns regarding the instantly submitted response, the undersigned 
respectfully request the courtesy of a telephone conference to discuss any matters in need of 
attention, 

ff there are additional charges with respect to this matter or otherwise, please charge 
them to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130, 



Respectfully Submitted, 





55 Griffin Road South 
Bloom field, CT 06002 
Telephone: (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile: (860) 286-0115 
Customer Number 23413 
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